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God Cares
Orphan Care Who is God Cares?

▶ A young, registered NGO established in April 2011
▶ God Cares supports and unites community groups that 

serve Orphans & Vulnerable Children and their caregivers
▶ God Cares has active groups in:

▶ Ekwendeni
▶ Mzuzu
▶ Gomwe (Rumphi)

▶ Activities include:
▶ Nursery school
▶ Village savings & loans
▶ Drama group
▶ Etc.

▶ The Mzuzu group consists of very active, committed youth 
who took initiative to work with children on the streets in 
Mzuzu”
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God Cares
Orphan Care Inspiration: Every Child is God’s creation

Your eyes tell a story of all you’ve 
known, but who can measure the 
pain deep in your heart? 

You’re living in hope for a new day to 
come, when you can be free, not a 
care in the world.  

Who’s gonna show you how precious 
you are? Who will teach you to 
dream? 

Who’s gonna tell you, you’re 
cherished, you’re wonderfully made? 

You stare ahead, your eyes are filled 
with hope…
and I see a smile upon your face…
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God Cares
Orphan Care Survey Objective

▶ Understand how we can help the youth and street 
children in Mzuzu City and the underlying villages.

▶ To help them we need to know why they are in 
problems. We also want to know what kind of 
things they would want for their future

▶ The survey results will be used to make better 
plans for the coming 5 years.
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God Cares
Orphan Care Survey design

▶ The survey was done among street children in the main markets in 
Mzuzu between 23th and 26th July 2012

▶ Approval for the survey was obtained from the city council.
▶ Relevant government departments (Youth, Social Welfare) were 

also informed.
▶ The children were identified in advance by the leadership of market 

committees.
▶ The leadership of the market committees usually know very well which children 

are coming regularly to the market and can be considered street children

▶ The children were interviewed using a questionnaire in Chitumbuka
▶ The questionnaire was tested in a small pilot survey at one market. 

Based on this testing some (minor) changes were made.
▶ The interviews were done by 24 youth volunteers from the Mzuzu 

branch of God Cares
▶ Before going to the markets for interviews, they were instructed on 

the use of the questionnaire.
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God Cares
Orphan Care Survey Questionnaire Design & 

Background research
▶ The questionnaire topics were selected based on 

background desk research of existing surveys on street 
children in Southern Africa. Results of surveys from 
Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe were carefully analysed
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Some key findings from the background 
research that influenced questionnaire 
design:
▶ “Contrary to common belief, income is not a main determinant of 

the street children phenomenon as most families in this setting live 
below the poverty line.”

▶ “It is a combination of poverty and family breakdown.”

▶ “Target not only street children but also their families and 
communities as part of a longer-term strategy to facilitate the 
reintegration of street children and to prevent further migration to 
the streets”

▶ “We need to remember that sometimes our problems are their 
solutions, and sometimes our solutions are their problems. For the 
children and their families, being on the street is not a problem. It is 
their solution to a number of problems.”

▶ “Emphasis should not be on making children leave the streets or 
stop work, but on increasing the range of choices available to them 
and helping them make their own decisions.”
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God Cares
Orphan Care Some key facts about streetchildren from 

other surveys in Africa
▶ Street children: more boys (80%) than girls
▶ Mostly between 12-16 years. 
▶ 50% or more are single or double orphans
▶ Majority reports living with parents or relatives
▶ 75% not going to school, mainly because of fees
▶ Exposed to health risks, violence, and sexual abuse. 
▶ High percentage (25%) admitting drug use
▶ Health problems mostly treated outside formal sector
▶ Majority provides income through selling or piece work (and not 

through begging, stealing or prostitution)
▶ Earnings mostly spent on food and clothing
▶ Children feel hopeless, that life in the streets is tough and without a 

future
▶ 63% don’t know where to seek help. 
▶ Children want help with education and finding employment
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Choice 1 in designing the questionnaire: 
Avoid questions about the things we 
already know
▶ We know that in our health systems lack of youth-

friendliness is an issue. Street children are youth, 
so we know that accessing health care will be a 
problem for children on the street.

▶ Our education system is weak and street children 
will have similar problems as other youth in 
Malawi, maybe a little bit worse, but not enough to 
change the solutions that are already rolled-out 
everywhere. 

▶ We know sexual and reproductive health and 
behaviour are an issue for youth in Malawi in 
general. So also for street children.
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God Cares
Orphan Care Choice 2 focus on what people 

recommend: reintegration with the family

▶ This means we need to focus on the relationship 
with their family

▶ We need to understand the thinking, values and 
attachments of the street child

▶ We need to understand what the child actually 
likes about being on the streets, what the benefits 
are

▶ We need to understand their dreams, the things 
that energize them

▶ We need to understand the blocks for a child to 
seek or accept help



11

God Cares
Orphan Care

Choice 3: Because reintegration is a long 
process, the shortterm may have to be 
about protecting them from abuse
▶ So we have to ask about the abuses they are 

facing: violence, harrassment, discrimination
▶ We have to look for particular vulnerable, but 

maybe less visible groups, like girls
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God Cares
Orphan Care Topics for the Survey

▶ Based on the background study, the following 
topics were selected (in addition to general 
personal characteristics):
▶ Home situation & parents
▶ Reasons and duration of being on the street
▶ Making a living
▶ Difficulties on the street
▶ Seeking assistance
▶ Street values and hopes for the future
▶ Closing remarks
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Survey Results
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God Cares
Orphan Care We interviewed 162 children, 46 girls and 

113 boys (and 3 of who gender was not recorded)
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God Cares
Orphan Care Behind each interview and answer there 

is an individual child..

We met a boy of 17. When his father died, his 
mother remarried a man who already had children. 
There was no room for him in the house, so he was 
chased. He tells us how hopeless and depressed he 
feels. He saw no other option than committing 
suicide. Several times he had been at the point of 
doing so. His own mother did not want him anymore! 
His heart was torn into a thousand pieces. He did not 
feel a person any longer. But then his grandmother 
asked him to move in with her. A miracle from God, 
he feels.
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God Cares
Orphan Care ...so our figures should not hide faces...

We met a small boy of 10 years. His clothes are torn. 
He smells. He tells us his father has no job and 
spends his days drinking in the bars. His mother 
works as a waitress in a small restaurants but earns 
very little. He cannot go to school but spends his day 
begging at the market or carrying bags for 
customers. He earns about 50-100 MWK per day. 
When his father comes home from the bar and does 
not find food or money at home, he beats up his wife. 
This boy works to make sure his father does not get 
angry.
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God Cares
Orphan Care ...and averages should not wipe out each 

individual story...

We met a girl of 9 years old. She wears a pink dress 
with small decorations. She politely answers our 
questions. We see she hesitates if she can tell us 
everything, if she can fully trust us. She explains that 
her parents divorced a few years ago. They live far 
away. They abused her. Her grandmother offered to 
take care of her, but she has fallen seriously ill 
herself. The girl now has to work to keep her 
grandmother alive. Going to school is not an option. 
If her grandma dies, she will have nowhere to go. 
Who will then take care of her? 
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God Cares
Orphan Care Children were interviewed in 11 main 

markets in Mzuzu
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God Cares
Orphan Care

159 out of 162 were within the age limits (4-18 
years). The median age of these children was 12 
years. The average age was 11.8 years.
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God Cares
Orphan Care

85% of the respondents orginate from within the 
Northern region, with 54% coming from Mzuzu 
and Mzimba
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God Cares
Orphan Care

63% of the street children is going to school.
This is much lower than the national average for Orphans & 
Vulnerable Children which stands at 95% for the Northern Region 
(Source: DHS 2010)
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God Cares
Orphan Care ...but we have to be careful about what 

“going to school” means in practice

▶ The children which we interviewed were street 
children, identified by market committee chairs

▶ It is highly likely that these children are enrolled in 
school, but will often be absent
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God Cares
Orphan Care 47% of the street children are able to read. 

The percentage is higher for boys than for girls
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God Cares
Orphan Care

56% of the streetchildren has lost at least 
one parent (18% has lost both). 
This is much higher than the national average of 16.8% for 
this age group (Source: DHS 2010)
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Only 2% of the streetchildren is staying alone. 
54% of them is staying with at least one of the 
parents, but only 16% is staying with both 
parents
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Of those not staying with a parents, it is mostly 
because parents passed away. This followed by 
reasons of poverty, divorce and mistreatment
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God Cares
Orphan Care 56% of the streetchildren come to the 

market 7 days per week
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God Cares
Orphan Care

It is striking that 38% of the street children 
indicate that they have been on the street less 
than 6 months. 30% has been on the street for 
more than 2 years.
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Only 13% of the streetchildren stays on 
the streets all day. Most stay at a home 
during the night.
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Most street children earn a living doing 
piecework or selling at the market. No-one 
indicated stealing. Only 1 girl indicated she was 
involved in prostitution
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Median earnings on the previous day 
were 80 MWK. Only 6% make more than 
500 MWK per day
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Median earnings on previous day vary 
considerably by type of activity: selling things is 
more profitable than doing piecework
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Money earned is mostly used for food and 
clothes. Please note that only 3% is using 
the money to pay schoolfees.
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Children are most worried about food and 
clothes, followed by lack of opportunity to go to 
school and threats of violence. Almost no-one is 
worried of having no home
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God Cares
Orphan Care 72% of the children have experienced 

violence while on the street
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Violence experienced most is being 
beaten by adults, followed by verbal 
abuse. Police violence is not common
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God Cares
Orphan Care Substance abuse seems not to be a 

problem
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God Cares
Orphan Care

36% of street children indicate they have no-
where to go for assistance. Most others rely on 
family for help. NGOs, Church and government 
play very minor role.
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God Cares
Orphan Care 70% of street children does not know a 

centre or organisation to go to
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God Cares
Orphan Care Out of the 30% who know a centre, only 

44% actually ever visited a centre
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God Cares
Orphan Care

The small number of street children who visited 
centres mainly received material support. 
Offering a place to stay or psychological support 
was not mention often
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God Cares
Orphan Care

If street children mention reasons for not going 
to a centre, they focus on the atmosphere at the 
centre, the lack of time they have to go, the 
distance, the need for an invitation and the fact 
their friends don’t go
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Being on the street has the advantage that they 
can earn money and that they can do what they 
want. Only few mention being away from abusive 
situations at home.
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Street children are admiring people who are 
honest, trustworthy, loving and joyful much more 
than the independent, powerful, well-dressed, 
earning a lot.
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God Cares
Orphan Care 75% of street children sense people have 

a negative attitude towards them



46

God Cares
Orphan Care

For most street children going to school is what 
makes them happy. Relation with parents is less 
important. And work is also less important.
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God Cares
Orphan Care 85% of street children see their life on the 

street as difficult.
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Most street children would like to have a 
job/business or go back to school. Going 
back to parents plays almost no role.
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God Cares
Orphan Care Main Conclusions

▶ Majority (70%) of street children were boys. 
▶ The median age of the children was 12 years. 
▶ 56% of the children had lost at least one parent. This is much 

higher than the national average of 16.8% for the age group in the 
study

▶ Only 2% of the children were staying alone. 54% was still staying 
with at least one the parents.

▶ 63% of the children report to be going to school. 
▶ Only 30% of the children indicate they have been on street for 

more than 2  years. 38% have only been on the street for less than 
6 months

▶ Only 13% of children stay on the street both day and night
▶ Children make a living by piecework and selling. Thieving and 

prostitution seem not widespread.
▶ Main worries for the children are food and clothes. That is also 

what they spend the money on that they earn
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God Cares
Orphan Care Main Conclusions (continued)

▶ Children are not worried about violence, but 72% indicate they 
have experienced violence

▶ Violence is mainly coming from adults, not from peers. Police 
violence does not seem a problem.

▶ Substance abuse does not seem to be a problem
▶ 36% of street children indicate they have no-where to go for 

assistance. Most others rely on family for help. NGOs, Church and 
government play a very minor role

▶ Only 30% of children indicate they know a centre where they can 
go for assistance. Out of these only, only 44% ever went. Main 
barriers seem lack of time, lack of trust in staff, distance and lack of 
an invitation to come
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God Cares
Orphan Care Main Conclusions (continued)

▶ Children indicate that being on the street has the advantage that 
they can earn money and that they can do what they want. Only 
few mention being away from abusive situations at home.

▶ 75% of children sense people have a negative attitude to them.
▶ 82% of children qualify their life on the street as difficult
▶ Street children admire people who are honest, trustworthy, loving 

and joyful much more than the independent, powerful, well-
dressed, earning a lot

▶ Most street children would like to go back to school (40%) or have 
a business  (52%). This seems more important than going back to 
their parents (2%).
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God Cares
Orphan Care Recommendations

▶ Focus on the group who is least long on the street
▶ Get them back to school
▶ Don’t put too much emphasis on the relationship 

with the parents/guardians 
▶ But make sure that parents/guardians don’t (need 

to) disturb the opportunities of the child to go to 
school
▶ By making sure household income is high enough so that 

children need not to be involved in making income
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God Cares
Orphan Care Vote of Thanks

▶ The youth group of Delft congregation of the Protestant Church in the 
Netherlands for financially supporting the survey and the event at Chibavi 
primary school as well as the participation of 3 Dutch youth in both. 

▶ The youth of God Cares in Mzuzu for implementing the survey and 
organising the event at Chibavi Primary School.

▶ The Mzuzu City Council and the ministries of Youth and Social Welfare for 
approving the survey as well as for gracing the function at the Chibavi 
primary school.

▶ The leadership of the various markets for supporting the survey and for 
identifying respondents as well as attending the function at Chibavi primary 
school.

▶ The chair person of Better Care Malawi for attending the event at Chibavi.
▶ Traditional leaders for attending the function at Chibavi
▶ Church leaders for attending the event at Chibavi.
▶ Media for covering the event at Chibavi.
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God Cares
Orphan Care Appendices

A. Results Background Research
B. List of names of people doing survey
C. God Cares Organisation
D. Questionnaires in English & Chitumbuka
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Appendix A
Some Findings from Background 
Research
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God Cares
Orphan Care Some Background Literature

▶ Anne Hatløy & Anne Huser, Identification of Street Children. Characteristics of street children 
in Bamako and Accra. Fafo (Research Program on Trafficking and Child labour) Report 474, 
2005.

▶ Zena Amury & Aneth Komba, Coping Strategies used by Street Children in the Event of 
Illness. REPOA Research Report 10/1, 2010.

▶ World Health Organisation (WHO), Working with Street Children. Module 1: A Profile of 
Street Children, 2000.

▶ WHO, Working with Street Children. Module 5: Determining the Needs and Problems of 
Street Children, 2000.

▶ Project Concern International Zambia, Rapid Assessment of Street Children in Lusaka, 2002.
▶ Tearfund Footsteps 28, Guidelines for working with street children, 2005.
▶ Francesco Strobbe et al., Breaking the Net: Family Structure and Street Children in Zambia. 

BWPI Working paper 111, 2010.
▶ UNICEF, A Study on Street Children in Zimbabwe. Report 2001/805, 2001.
▶ R. Hemmens, “Family reunification: children and youth living on the streets of 

Pietermaritzburg and Durban”. Children First, Vol. 10 (2006), No. 64, pp. 17-19.
▶ N. Silungwe & C. Bandawe, “Implementing a Dynamic Street-Children’s Program: Successes 

and Challenges”, Malawi Medical Journal, 23(3), September 2011, pp. 78-84.
▶ M. Bourdillon, “The children on our Streets – Part 1”, Cyc-online. Reading for Child and 

Youth Care workers, Issue 35, December 2001.
▶ M. Bourdillon, “The children on our Streets – Part 2”, Cyc-online. Reading for Child and 

Youth Care workers, Issue 36, January 2002.
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Different organisations use different definitions 
for street children. The common ingredients are: 
under 18s lacking adult supervision.

▶ From: Amury & Komba, Tanzania, 2010
▶ Children <18 years
▶ Who live independently on the streets
▶ Largely supporting themselves by begging, scavenging or working in 

the informal sector
▶ Without adult supervision and with little or no family contact

▶ From: UNICEF, Zimbabwe, 2001
▶ Any girl of boy that is not adult
▶ For whom the street has become her or his habitual abode and/or source of 

livelihood
▶ And who is inadequately protected, supervised or directed by responsible adults

▶ Sub-categories:
▶ “Children of the street”: who live and sleep on the streets in urban areas. They are 

totally on their own, living with other street children or homeless adult street 
people

▶ “Children on the street”: earn a living or beg for money on the street and return 
home at night. They maintain contact with their families.
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God Cares
Orphan Care What do we know about street children?

(From: Hatløy & Huser, 2005)

UNICEF Study Zimbabwe 
2001
▶ Street children: more boys 

(85%) than girls
▶ Average age 13
▶ Poor access to shelter, 

water, sanitation & health 
facilities

▶ Children feel hopeless, 
that life in the streets is 
tough and without a future

Rapid Assessment Lusaka 
2001
▶ Street children: more boys 

(80%) than girls
▶ Median age 14
▶ Exposed to health risks, 

violence, and sexual 
abuse. 

▶ 63% don’t know where to 
seek help. 

▶ Children want help with 
education and finding 
employment
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God Cares
Orphan Care

What do we know about street children? 
(Continued)
(From: Hatløy & Huser, 2005)

UNICEF Study Egypt 2001
▶ Children exposed to real or 

constant threats of 
violence

▶ Often malnourished
▶ Lack access to medical 

services
▶ Lack of strategies to 

improve living conditions

2004 Brazilian Study
▶ Most are male
▶ Maintain contact with 

families
▶ Attend school
▶ Work in the streets to 

contribute to family budget
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Findings on Access of Street Children to 
Health Care in Tanzania
(From: Amury & Komba, 2010)

▶ Majority have limited access to social services
▶ As a result of cultural barriers and inattentiveness to needs of 

adolescents in general in the society
▶ Government programmes don’t target out-of-school youth
▶ Below age of consent, no guardian to accompany them

▶ As a result street children when ill look after themselves, 
prescribe their own medication and buy drugs from local 
pharmacies

▶ At risk of HIV/AIDS
▶ because this population become sexually active earlier than other groups of 

children
▶ Likely to be raped or forced into sexual relationships on the streets
▶ Use condoms infrequently and inconsistently
▶ More likely to exchange sex for money

▶ Receive limited information on HIV/AIDS and SRH
▶ Illiteracy and non-attendance at school
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Findings on Access of Street Children to 
Health Care in Tanzania (Continued)
(From: Amury & Komba, 2010)

▶ Children on the street are received as a threat and 
vulnerable to discrimination and violence

▶ Many children living on the street are involved in substance 
abuse to cope with tough jobs, discrimination and long days 
without food.

▶ Street children are emotionally and physically vulnerable
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Findings on causal factors for children 
living on the streets
(From: Strobbe et al., 2010)

▶ “Contrary to common belief, income is not a main 
determinant of the street children phenomenon as most 
families in this setting live below the poverty line.”

▶ “Results confirm the importance of the extended family 
safety net as well as the key role of the female presence in 
the household in reducing the likelihood that children end up 
on the street.”

▶ “Promoting the role of women in the household and 
supporting extended family links may represent an important 
avenue for policies aimed at reducing the risk of street life.”
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God Cares
Orphan Care Findings from 2001 study in Lusaka

(From: Project Concern International Zambia, 2002)

▶ 80% boys
▶ 60% between 12-16 years
▶ 50% were single or double orphans
▶ Life on streets strongly linked to poverty: most children 

orginate from low-income areas in town and 90% caregivers 
(if any) were unemployed

▶ 66% reported living with either parents or relatives
▶ Most (>70%) on the streets only during the day
▶ Street children most commonly found in markets, bars, 

streets, shopping centres, bus stops and car parks
▶ Earning a living:

▶ 50% engaged in some sort of work
▶ 20% begging
▶ 10% support by family members
▶ 1% prostitution
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Findings from 2001 study in Lusaka 
(Continued)
(From: Project Concern International Zambia, 2002)

▶ Large variation in income: 100 – 100,000 ZKW per day
▶ Earnings mostly spent on food and clothing
▶ Outside assistance:

▶ Mostly strangers and passers-by
▶ Friends
▶ Social welfare and police cited by less than 2%

▶ >60% of children did not know where to go for help in case they 
had a problem

▶ Children know centres for street children but only 33% ever went to 
one

▶ Why not?
▶ Fear of fights
▶ Fear of beatings
▶ Lack of food
▶ Lack of opportunity to make money
▶ Fear of sexual abuse
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Findings from 2001 study in Lusaka 
(Continued)
(From: Project Concern International Zambia, 2002)

▶ 75% no longer attending school
▶ Why not?

▶ Cannot afford school fees

▶ Most common health problems: malaria, headache, cough, 
abdominal pains, diarrhea

▶ Mostly treated outside formal health sector
▶ Significant proportion of children were sexually active:

▶ 4% of boys and 17% of girls reported having Sexually Transmitted Infections 
(STI)

▶ 50% of 18-year old girls, 40% of 17-year old, 20% of 16-year old had been 
pregnant

▶ Drug use relatively high: 25% admitting using drugs
▶ Mostly marijuana and/or glue

▶ > 50% reported exposure to violence, especially fights and/or 
beatings

▶ Participation in other activities: sports (boys), church (girls)
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Findings from 2001 study in Lusaka 
(Continued)
(From: Project Concern International Zambia, 2002)

▶ Assistance most needed:
▶ >70% help getting an education
▶ Assistance finding employment , learning a trade, starting a business (especially 

older children)

▶ Main recommendation from dissemination workshop among 
stakeholders:
“Target not only street children but also their families and 
communities as part of a longer-term strategy to facilitate the 
reintegration of street children and to prevent further migration to 
the streets”
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Recommendations from Tearfund for 
working with Street Children
(From: Tearfund, 2005)

▶ Two basic rules:
▶ Main barrier to successful programmes is your own attitude
▶ Main resource in any project is the children themselves

▶ Children deserve help that is appropriate to their own 
individual surroundings and situation. The deserve solutions 
that are long-lasting, not ending when funding ends

▶ Provide a service to build trust (water, playground, shade 
from the sun)

▶ Emphasis should not be on making children leave the 
streets or stop work, but on increasing the range of choices 
available to them and helping them make their own 
decisions
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God Cares
Orphan Care Findings on Family Reunification

(From: Hemmens, 2006)

▶ Why children run away from home:
▶ Combination of poverty and family breakdown

▶ Very seldom did poverty stand alone
▶ Family relationships not secure
▶ No sense of belonging or strong emotional attachment
▶ Family environment no longer feels safe

▶ Family response: anger, sadness, guilt, denial, searching, silence 
and waiting

▶ After running away child replaces one unsecure environment for 
another unsecure one. But on the street they feel more ‘in control’ 
and independent.

▶ Immediate need after running away: to learn survival:
▶ Understanding how street life works
▶ New ways of interacting
▶ New set of rules
▶ Traumatic socialisation into street culture (violence, stealing, rape, crime and 

prostitution)
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Findings on Family Reunification 
(Continued)
(From: Hemmens, 2006)

▶ Key success factor for interventions: relationship with the street child
▶ Respectful
▶ Acknowledge resilience within the child
▶ No hasty moves
▶ Child needs to see new alternatives for life on the streets through:

▶ care and support
▶ conversations and activities 

▶ Child decides
▶ Decision to leave the streets is the first step towards reintegration

▶ Next steps is “leaving the streets behind”
▶ The streets defined who the child was, gave them identity and belonging
▶ Need to learn to trust their ‘new’ place at home

▶ After the decision next step is to locate family and make the first contact 
with them
▶ Social worker mediates on behalf of the child
▶ Both sides to listen to each other’s stories
▶ Slowly begin to see what potential exists to rebuild the relationship
▶ Objective: leading family to re-acceptance of their child back home
▶ In the process child is also prepared to go home
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Findings on Family Reunification 
(Continued)
(From: Hemmens, 2006)

▶ Once child and family both agree to reunification, next step is to 
negotiate type of support needed to help hold the family together
▶ Family: welcome the child and rebuild family relationships
▶ Child: staying home and building a future

▶ Follow-up and after care:
▶ Leave responsibility with the family
▶ Show and Role-model how to establish emotional attachment with their child

“Children on the street expect to be disapproved of and 
rejected. So what greater tool for transformation than through 
the unexpected surprise of a trusting, honest, accepting 
relationship with an adult that re-introduces them and their 
family to how to love?”
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Turning our assumptions upside down: 
Children on the street: whose problem are 
they? 
(From: M. Bourdillon, 2001/2002)

▶ “We need to remember that sometimes our 
problems are their solutions, and sometimes our 
solutions are their problems.”

▶ “For the children and their families, being on the 
street is not a problem. It is their solution to a 
number of problems.”
For example, it can be the solution for:
▶ Crowded living conditions
▶ Not having enough money to feed and clothe the children
▶ An authoritarian teacher that regularly betas, or verbally abuses
▶ Violence and neglect at home
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God Cares
Orphan Care

Appendix B
List of names of interviewers
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Orphan Care 23 Interviewers

▶ Emelia Chaula
▶ Sam Sambo
▶ Deliwe Mphande
▶ Bernard Gondwe
▶ Queen Nyirongo
▶ Ronald Mwanza
▶ Jobson Banda
▶ Moses Gondwe
▶ Mavuto Mguntha
▶ Gren Kalua
▶ Femke van der Pot
▶ Annemarie Sinke

▶ Geogina Gondwe
▶ Blessings Msiska
▶ Mark Kalua
▶ Eliza Ngoma
▶ Hastings Mtawali
▶ Isaac Mphande
▶ Mphatso Makawa
▶ Shamim John
▶ Emma Mhango
▶ Ackim Kalua
▶ Nienke van der Pot
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God Cares
Orphan Care God Cares Organisation

Coordinator
(parttime)

Board

Director

Mzuzu
Group

Coordinator
(parttime)

Gomwe
Group

Coordinator
(parttime)

Ekwendeni
Group

Each group has
an executive 
committee
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Orphan Care God Cares Staff

▶ Director: Mrs. Rev. A. Mughogho
▶ Coordinator Mzuzu & Gomwe: Rev. K.T.R. Mughogho
▶ Coordinator Ekwendeni: vacant
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God Cares
Orphan Care God Cares Current Board Members

▶ Rev. K.T.R. Mughogho (Board chair)
▶ CCAP Synod of Livingstonia Parish minister. Manager of schools for Ekwendeni 

Presbytery and former Synod Youth director 

▶ Mr. R.L.M. Gondwe
▶ Accountant & Auditor. Former Executive Director of CHAM, former Finance & 

Administration Manager of LISAP. Current Senior Administrative Officer at 
Ekwendeni Hospital

▶ Mr. J. Nyirenda
▶ Retired Educationalist. Former deputy Education Secretary for CCAP Synod of 

Livingstonia. Former Northern region coordinator for ACEM.

▶ Mr. S. Sambo
▶ Youth representative, works with Mbawemi, a Mzuzu-based NGO.
▶ Representative Mzuzu group

▶ Mr. M. van den Boogaart
▶ Strategic planning & consulting, 

▶ Mrs. Rev. A. Mughogho (Board secretary)
▶ BA Theology, Secondary School teacher
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Orphan Care God Cares Contact Details

P.O. Box 210
Ekwendeni
Malawi
+265 999 195780
+265 888 349355
+265 111 994389
godcaresorphan@yahoo.com

mailto:godcaresorphan@yahoo.com
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GOD CARES ORPHAN CARE ORGANIZATION 
2012 Youth & Street Children in Mzuzu Needs Survey 
Questionnaire 
 
Introduction 
I am _____________________________________________________________________ 
I have been asked by the God Cares Orphan Care Centre to assist with this survey of the 
needs of the youth and Street Children in Mzuzu and underlying villages. 
 
We are conducting this survey because we want to know how we can help the youth and 
Street children in the Mzuzu City and underlying villages. To help them we need to know why 
they are in problems. We want to know what kind of things they would want for their future. 
 
We will use your answers to make better plans for the coming five years.  
 
As “God cares” we want to serve and support the youth and the street children in Mzuzu. 
Therefore, it is very important for us to hear your voice and opinions about how we can best 
do this.  
 
We hope you will feel free to answer our questions openly. We will take your answers 
anonymously. Your name will not be recorded anywhere. 
 
1. General data 
1.1 Place of interview:      

1.2 Gender of person interviewed o  Male o  Female 

1.3 What is your age?  Years 

1.4 What is the name of your village?   

1.5 Can you read and understand a 
letter or a newspaper? 

o  Yes o No 

1.6 Are you enrolled in school? o  Yes o No 

1.7 If yes, in which standard? 
If no, in which standard did you 
leave school? 

  

1.8 Name of your (last) school:   

 
2. Parents? 
2.1 Are your parents still alive? o  Yes, both 

 
o No, my mother 

passed away 

o  No, my father 
passed away 

o  No, both passed 
away 
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2.2 Where do your parents live?   

2.3 What do your parents do to make a 
living? 

o  Have a job 
o  Farmer 

o  Business person 
o  Just staying 

2.4 When did you last have contact 
with your parents? 

  

 
3. Why on the streets? 
3.1 Who do you stay with most of the 

time? 
o Both parents 
o Father only 
o Mother only 
o Grandparents 
o Brother 
o Sister 
o Aunt/Uncle 

o Step-parents 
o Other relative 
o Friends 
o Centre 
o Alone 
o Other 

 
3.2 If 3.1 is not a parent, why do you 

not stay with your parents? 
o My parents passed away 
o My parents are too poor to care for me 
o My parents sent me to town for school 
o My parents sent me to town to work 
o My parents are often fighting 
o At home I am mistreated and/or abused 
o My parents chased me away 
o Other 

3.3 How many days per week do you 
come to this place? 

  

3.4 When do you stay on the streets? o During the day 
o During the night 

o Day and night 
 

3.5 How long have you been staying on 
the streets? 

o < 6 months 
o ½ - 1 year 
o 1 – 2 years 
o 3 years 

o 4 years 
o 5 – 9 years 
o A long time 
o Other 

 
4. Making a living 
4.1 How do you make a living? o Parttime job 

o Selling at market 
o Assisting in family 

business 
o Guardians help me 
o Prostitution 

o Begging 
o Grabbing/stealing 
o Gambling 
o Church or centre 

takes care of me 
o Other 

4.3 How much did you earn yesterday?  MWK 

4.6 What did you do with the money? o Buy food 
o Buy clothes 
o Support my family 
o Give to my boss 
o Drinking 

o Entertainment 
o Rent a place 
o Pay school fees 
o Share with friends 
o Other 
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5. Difficulties on the street 
5.1 What is the your biggest worry 

when living on the street? 
o No food/hunger 
o No/bad clothes 
o No home 
o No school 
o Threat of violence 

o Threat of sexual 
abuse 

o No-one to trust 
o Risk of Illness 
o Other 

5.2 Have you experienced any violence 
while on the street? 

o  Yes o No 

5.3 What type of violence? o Fights with peers 
o Beatings by adults 
o Beatings by police 
o Being robbed 

o Verbal abuse 
o Sexual abuse 
o Other 
 

5.4 Which of the following have you 
used recently? 

o Beer 
o Alcohol Sachets 
o Other alcohol 
o Cigarette 

o Marijuana 
o Glue 
o None of these 

 
6. Seeking Assistance 
6.1 From who or where do you get 

assistance? 
o Nowhere 
o Strangers/Passers-

by 
o Friends 
o Church 

o NGOs or centres 
o Relatives/home 
o Police 
o Social welfare 

6.2 Do you know any centres or 
organisations that you could go to 
for help if you needed? 

o  Yes o No 

6.3 Did you ever go to these centres? o  Yes o No 

6.4 How did they help? o Food 
o Water/drink 
o Shelter during day 
o Place to sleep 
o Offer activities 

o Counselling 
o Lover 
o Paid schoolfees 
o Protection from 

violence/abuse 
o Ohter 

6.5 If you did not go, why not? o Fear of fights 
o Not enough food 
o Don’t like centre 

staff 
o I was chased 
o Lack of opportunity 

to make money 

o Fear of abuse 
o I want to be 

independent 
o My friends don’t go 
o Lack of opportunity 

to make money 
o Other 
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7. Street values & hopes 
7.1 What do you like about being on 

the street? 
o I can do what I want 
o I don’t have to go to school 
o I can earn more money and keep it myself 
o I like being with my friends on the streets 
o I will not be abused by my parents/relatives 
o Other 

7.2 What kind of people do you 
admire? 

o Honest 
o Powerful 
o Helping others 
o Loving 

o Earning a lot 
o Independent 
o Trustworthy 
o Joyful 

7.3 How do you think other people 
here look at you? 

o They dislike me 
o They think I will steal something if I can 
o They think I should go away or be chased 
o They support me 

7.4 What things make you happy? o Chatting with friend 
o Having money 
o Having food 
o Sports 
o Watching videos 
o Reconcile parents 

o Drinking 
o Going to school 
o Church  
o Choirs 
o Work 
o Other 

7.5 How do you see your life on the 
street? 

o Difficult 
o Enjoyable 

o Profitable 
o Other 

7.6 What do you want in the near 
future? 

o Continue what I do 
now 

o Get back to school 
o Go back to my 

parents 

o Start a business  
o Find a job 
o Get married 
o Other 

7.7 If you could ask God one thing, 
what would you ask him? 

  

 
 
8. Closing remarks 
Thank you for participating in this survey.  
Do you have anything to say about the needs of the youth/street children that we have not 
asked here? 
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GOD CARES ORPHAN CARE ORGANIZATION 
2012 Youth & Street Children in Mzuzu Needs Survey 
Questionnaire 
 
Mazgu Ghakudangirira 
 
Ndine _____________________________________________________________________ 
Ndafumbika na God Cares Orphan Care Centre kovwira kuchita kafukufuku wa vyakukhumbika kwa 
ŵaukirano na ŵana awo ŵakwendendeka waka mu Msumba wa Mzuzu na malo ghakuzingirizga. 
 
Kafukufuku uyu wakuchitika kuti timanye umo tingavwirira ŵaukirano na ŵana awo 
ŵakwendendeka waka mu msumbs wa Mzuzu na malo ghakuzingirizga. Kuti tiwovwire makola 
tikhumbenge kuti timanye vifukwa ivyo ŵakusangira masuzgo. Timanyeso kuti ndi vinthu uli ivyo 
ŵakukhumba pa umoyo wawo wamunthazi. 
 
Ivyo tasanga vitovwirenge kunozgera ndondmeko ya vyakuchita pa vyaka 5. 
 
Nga ndi “God cares” tikukhumba to kuteŵetera na kovwira ŵa ukirano na ŵana awo 
ŵakwendendeka waka mumisewu ya Msumba wa Mzuzuz. Ipo nchakuzirwa kuti tipulike mlomo na 
maghanoghano ghinu umo tingachitira makora. 
 
Tiri na chigoomezgo kuti mufwasenge pakuzgora mafumbo kwawanangwa na kwambura kubisa. 
Tisungenge chisisi pa ivyo muzgorenge. Zina linu kuti lilembekenge chara. 
 
1. Vyachisanisani 
1.1 Malo Ghakufumbira      

1.2 Wakufumbika o  Mwanarume o  Mwanakazi 

1.3 Vyaka  Years 

1.4 Zina la Muzi   

1.5 Kasi ungaŵazga nakupulikiska 
newspaper? 

o  Inya o Yayi 

1.6 Kasi uli pa Sukulu? o  Inya o Yayi 

1.7 Para inya, ku standard: 
Para yayi, ku standard: 

  

1.8 Zina la Sukulu:   

 
 
2. Bapapi? 
2.1 Kasi ŵapapi mbamoyo? o  Inya, wose 

 
o Yayi, ŵamama ŵali 

kufwa 

o  Yayi, ŵadada ŵali 
kufwa 

o  Yayi, wose ŵali kufwa 

2.2 Kasi ŵapapi ŵako ŵakukhalankhu?   
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2.3 Kasi ŵapa ŵakuchitachi pakusanga 
ndarama? 

o  Ŵali pa nchito 
o  Mbalimi? 

o  Ŵali na Biziness 
o  Ŵakukhalawaka 

2.4 Ŵapapi ukawonana nawo pauli 
kaumaliro? 

  

 
3. Chifukwa mu street? 

3.1 Ukukhala na njani nyengo zinandi? o Bapapi wose 
o Adada pera 
o Amama pera 
o Agogo 
o Mudumbu wane 
o Mukuru wane 
o Ankhazi/Asibweni 

o Ŵakunibaba chara 
o Ŵanthu waka 
o Ŵabwezi 
o Pa Centre 
o Ndekha 
o kunyakhe 

 
3.2 Usange awo mbapapi ŵako chara 

chifukwa uli ukuleka kukhala na 
ŵapapi ŵako? 

o Ŵapapi Ŵalikufwa 
o Ŵapapi mbakavu chomene kunipwererera 
o Ŵapapi ŵakanituma kusukulu ku town 
o Ŵapapi ŵakanituma kusukulu ku town kuti 

nigwirenge nchito 
o Nyengo zose ŵapapi ŵakwambana 
o Kunyumba ŵakunisuzga chomene 
o Ŵapapi ŵalikunichimbizga 
o Vinyake 

3.3 Mazuŵa ghalinga pazuŵa ukwiza pa 
malo agha? 

  

3.4 Ni nyengo uli iyo ukwiza mu street? o Na Muhanya 
o Mu usiku 

o Mhanya na usiku 
 

3.5 Wakhalamo nyengo yitali uli mu 
streets? 

o < 6 months 
o ½ - 1 year 
o 1 – 2 years 
o 3 years 

o 4 years 
o 5 – 9 years 
o Nyengo yitali 
o chinyake 

 
4. Kusanga Ndarama 
4.1 Ukusanga uli ndarama? o Kupanga maganyu 

o Kuguliska mumsika 
o Kovwira business ya 

ŵapapi 
o Ŵakunovwira awo 

nkhukhaa nawo 
o Nkhuchita uhule 

o Kupemphiska 
o Kuphanga na kwiba 
o Njuga 
o Mpingo panji 
o centreŵakunovwira 
o Chinyake 

4.3 Mayiro ukapanga ndarama zilinga?  MWK 

4.6 Ukachita nazo vichi ndarama? o Nkhagula chakurya 
o Nkhagulavyakuvwala 
o Nkhovwiira ŵapapi 
o Nkhapereka kwa 

bwana wane 
o Nkhamwera moŵa 

o Kujisekereska waka 
o Nkhapereka rent ya 

malo 
o Nkhapereka sukulu 

fees 
o Nkhagaŵana na 

ŵabwezi 
o Chinyake 
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5. Difficulties on the street 

 
6. Seeking Assistance 
6.1 Wovwiri ukupokera kufuma kwa 

njani? 
o Kulije 
o Ŵanthu bweka 
o Ŵabwezi 
o Kumipingo 

o NGOs or centres 
o Ŵabale/kunyumba 
o Police 
o Social welfare 

6.2 Kasi ghalipo ma bungwe agho 
ukughamanya kuti ungaluta 
kupokera wovwiri? 

o  Inya o yayi 

6.3 Kasi uli kulutapo ku macetre agha? o  Inya o yayi 

6.4 Ŵakakuwovwira uli? o Chakurya 
o Maji/chakumwa 
o Kukhalako 

mumuhanya pera 
o Malo ghakugona 
o Vyakuchitika 

o Counselling 
o Lover 
o Kulipira school fees 
o Chivikiriro ku nkhaza 
o chinyake 

6.5 Para ukalutako chara, chifukwa uli? o Kopa ndeu/mazawe 
o Chakurya nchichoko 
o Ŵanchito ŵa centre 

ŵakuchita makora 
chara 

o Kulije mwaŵi 
wakupanga ndarama 

o Nkhachimbizgika 
o Kopa nkhaza 
o Nkhukhumba 

kukhara pa ndekha 
o Ŵanyane ŵakulutako 

chra  
o Vinyake 

 
  

5.1 Chakukughanaghaniska chikuru 
chivichi pakukhala mu street? 

o Njara 
o Vyakuvwara 
o Chikaya 
o Kuleka kusambira 
o Viwawa 

o Kuchichizga 
vyakugonana 

o Palije 
wakumugomezga 

o Kuluwara/Mataenda 
o Chinyake 

5.2 Kasi wakumanapo namasuzgo umo 
ukukhalira muno mu street? 

o  Inya o yayi 

5.3 Masuzgo uli? o Mazawe  ŵanyane 
o Kutimbika na ŵanthu 

ŵalala 
o Ŵa Police kutimba 
o Ŵakwiba kunibira 

o Kuninena 
o Sexual abuse 

/kugonana 
kuchichizga 

o Vinyakhe 
 

5.4 Pa ivi wagwiriskilapo nchi? o Moŵa 
o Moŵa masacheti 
o Moŵa unyake 
o Hona/ndudu 

o Chamba 
o Glue 
o palije 
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7. Street values & hopes 
7.1 Nchivich icho chikukukondweska kuti 

ukharenge mu street? 
o Nkhuchita chilichose icho nakhumba 
o Nkhwenera kuluta ku sukulu chara 
o Nkhusanga ndarama zinandi nakusunga ndekha 
o Nkhutemwa kuŵa na ŵanyane mu street 
o Kuti nkhaza kulije kufuma ku ŵapapi na ŵabale 
o Chinyake 

7.2 Kasi Mbanthu uli awo ukudokera? o Kugomezgeka 
o Ŵankhongono 
o Kovwira ŵanthu 
o Kutemwa 

o Kupanga ndarama 
o Kukhara ndekha 
o Wakukondwa 

7.3 Kasi ukughanaghana kuti ŵanthu 
ŵakukuwona uli pano? 

o Ŵakunitinkha 
o Ŵakuti ndine munkhungu 
o Ŵakukhumba kuti ndifumepo panji 

kundichimbizga. 
o Ŵakunovwira 

7.4 Kasi ndi vinthu uli ivyo 
vikukukondweska? 

o Kuchezga na ŵabwezi 
o Kupanga ndalama 
o Kuŵa na chakurya 
o Kuchita masoŵero 
o Kulaŵirira video 
o Kugumaniska ŵapapi 

o Kumwa moŵa 
o Kuluta ku sukulu 
o Church  
o Choirs 
o nchito 
o vinyake 

7.5 Umoyo wako ukuwuwona uli mu 
street? 

o Ngwasuzgo 
o Ngwakukondweska 

o Ngwachandulo 
o Vinyake 

7.6 Kasi ukukhumba kuchitachi mu 
umoyo wako wakunthazi? 

o Kulutizga ivyo 
nkhuchita 

o Niwerere ku Sukulu 
o Niluteso ku ŵapapi  

o Niyambe Bisiness 
o Nisange nchito 
o Nthengwa 
o Vinyake 

7.7 Chinthu chimoza icho ungamufumba 
Chiuta kukuchitira nchinthu uli? 

  

 
 
8. Mazgu Gha Umaliro 
Nawonga chifukwa chakovwirapo pa kafukufuku uyu.  
Kasi chilipo chakuyowoyapo pa vyakukhumbika vya ŵaukirano na ŵana  ivyo tindafumbe? 
 

 

 

 


